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4th March 2020      Chan/MC/01/2020 
 
      

CHANCERY NOTICE 
 
 
Immediate Suspension of Penitential Services in the Archdiocese of Kuala 

Lumpur and other precautions 

 

Yesterday, 3rd of March 2020, the Prime Minister’s Office announced that 

Malaysia has recorded seven new Covid-19 cases, bringing the total number of 

cases in the country to 36. This is the highest single-day increase in the number 

of cases since the Covid-19 infection began in Malaysia. 

Due to the increased risk of human-to-human transmission between persons in 

close contact and to avert a spread of infection to priests-confessors and 

penitents, Archbishop Julian Leow, in consultation with the College of 

Consultors, has decided to suspend all further public Penitential Services (with 

individual confessions) with immediate effect. 

In case of any urgent requests for confession, kindly contact your parish office 

to make a personal appointment with the priest.  

In addition to the above suspension of Penitential Services, the following actions 

should be observed in all parishes, churches and mass centres in the 

Archdiocese:  

1. Parish Priests and administrators are to reinforce the message that persons 

who are ill should not attend Mass, gatherings or meetings where there is a 

likelihood of close contact with another person. This message should be 

disseminated as widely as possible through various channels, including bulletin 

announcement, social media, websites etc.  

2. Hand sanitiser dispensers should be placed at the entrances of churches and 

chapels. Reminders be given to parishioners to observe proper hand hygiene.  
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3. As per advisory from the Ministry of Health, it is highly recommended that 

anyone who has travelled to China, Korea, Japan, Italy and Iran should observe 

some form of self-quarantine up to a period of 14 days from the date of return 

to Malaysia.  

4. The elderly, the sick and vulnerable persons are exempted from Mass. They 

are encouraged to follow the online telecast of Masses and to practice spiritual 

communion.  

5. As the situation requires, it may be prudent to cut down the number of 

meetings (or shorten the meetings to an hour or less) and to avoid any non-

essential gatherings e.g. coffee mornings. 

We will continue to monitor the development of the situation and will update 

the faithful on any further development.  

Let us continue to offer our prayers to God for an expeditious resolution to this 

crisis. 

 
 

Rev Fr Michael Chua 
Chancellor 
Archdiocesan Chancery 
528 Jalan Bukit Nanas 
Kuala Lumpur 


